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substantial increase of offences against property, particularly
in the way of burglary.   There has also been in most places a
net increase in reported crime, mainly
High Prices ana Crime.     &m ^ ^ conditions brou?ht. about
by a serious rise in the prices of food, clothing,^nd in the general
cost of living. The prevalence of plague in many districts, the
ravages of influenza and the resultant evacuation of towns and
Tillages have also favoured an increase of petty crime. In some
districts also this increase may be ascribed to the police being
under-manned owing to the large number of vacancies among
the constabulary. Sporadic disorder has also broken out from-
time to time in Upper India, caused by resentment at the con-
duct of grain dealers, who have in many cases been profiteering
on a large scale. Only in the Punjab ands the North-West
Frontier Province has crime in general decreased during
the period under review. This must be ascribed partly to the
fact that in these Provinces intensified recruiting campaigns
have drawn off the more adventurous spirits and partly to
the success of the administration in bringing criminals to
justice. There has also been an extremely marked local rise in
wages which has done much to off-set any discontent arising
from the increase in prices.
The particular difficulties of the police in the United Provinces
and in the Punjab have been increased by the fact that a splendid
response was made early in the year 1918 to the appeals of the
Central Government for fresh sacrifices in the prosecution of
the war. Volunteers were called for from all ranks, and in the
United Provinces, 6,000 men responded out of a total of about
36,000. In the Punjab, over 2,500 men, one-eighth of the
total strength, volunteered to man two military battalions
formed for general service. With the pick of the rank and file
turned on to military duty, the remainder were confronted with
the task of maintaining order throughout districts where there
had been next to no monsoon. In the United Provinces, in
particular, it was found almost impossible to fill the vacancies in
the ranks caused by the deputation of men to the Army. Owing
to the intense efforts of Army recruiters, practically no ordinary
recruits could be persuaded to join the police, and clear vacancies